
MINUTES

SELECT BOARD

05/11/2021

Present: Select Board Member, Heather Hamilton, Select Board 
Member Bernard W. Greene, Select Board Member Raul 
Fernandez, Select Board Member John VanScoyoc, 
Select Board Member Miriam Aschkenasy 

5:30 pm remote meeting using the ZOOM virtual meeting platform

ORGANIZATION OF THE SELECT BOARD
Reorganization of Select Board leadership.

Town Administrator Kleckner reviewed the certified election votes.

Miriam Aschkenasy is the new Select Board member. The Board offered their congratulations 

Chair:
On motion it was,

Voted to nominate Heather Hamilton as Chair.

Nominations are closed 

On motion it was,

Voted to elect Heather Hamilton as Chair for the coming year.
Aye: Bernard Greene, Heather Hamilton, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Aschkenasy

Vice Chair:
On motion it was,

Voted to nominate Raul Fernandez as Vice Chair for the upcoming year
Aye: Aye:  Heather Hamilton, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc, Miriam Ashkenazi
Against: Bernard Greene

Congratulations to Select Board member Miriam Aschkenasy, Chair Hamilton, Vice Chair Fernandez

ANNOUNCEMENTS/UPDATES

During the week of May 17 through 21st residents on the town's trash collection service are permitted to 
dispose of extra household trash alongside their town issued trash cart.
There is a Jewish Holiday next week; the board will rearrange their schedule.
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Board member Greene: Welcome to Miriam Aschkenasy, thanks to all the hard work provided by former 
board member Nancy Heller
Vice Chair Fernandez: the FCC is providing $50 a month for qualified households to support broadband 
services; fcc.gov/broadbandbenefits
The Coolidge Corner theatre is reopening 
The Puppet Showcase Theater is having a fundraiser 
Board member VanScoyoc spoke on the Gerald Alston litigation adding this is a turning point; we all have 
not agreed on these two litigations, but I hope we do whatever we can to come to some kind of conclusion; 
I do want to be as helpful as I can. 

PUBLIC COMMENT

1. Henyatta Gomez, a Brookline Firefighter made a statement about their Human Relations 
Committee; an intentionally diverse board of union members that deals with issues that fall 
outside the collective bargaining agreement between the Union and the town. This internal 
committee would be able to create a system of checks and balances within the membership 
as well as between labor and management that had not existed to address issues on race and 
diversity.

2. Neil Wishinsky: Spoke on a new advocacy group called Brookline by Design that will review 
and address the towns zoning bylaws. It is a patchwork that is layered by amendments and is 
complex, and is not producing the kinds of outcomes that we really want. There has been a 
number of warrant articles at Town Meeting that have put been put forward by citizens and 
other groups that we've been asked to pass and they have not gone through a real good 
structured planning process. Those are symptoms to the problem.

3. Raj Dhanda spoke on the Gerald Alston case and the amount of money the Town spent on it. 
He asked the Board to settle the case within the next 60 days to move on.  

4. Paul Warren spoke on the Short Term Rental articles article 15 which contains the 
moderator’s committee’s recommendations that requires inspections be performed on the 
proposed short term rental prior to the issuance of a certificate of operation. A majority of 
the committee believes that this is the only way to confirm that all building health and safety 
requirements have been met. Article 17 does not require inspection be completed prior to 
the issuance of a certificate

5. Donelle O’Neal: spoke on the host community agreements related to Marijuana licenses and 
asked how the money was dispersed.

6. Deborah Brown spoke on the Gerald Alston case and requested to end the litigation
7. Anya Ditkoff spoke as a member of the BHS member of the Brookline High School GSA, which 

is a student club with the goal of supporting LGBTQ+ students and staff in support of the 
PRIDE crosswalks.

8. James Kinfdall spoke in support of the PRIDE crosswalks
9. Erin Kosa spoke in support of the PRIDE crosswalks
10. Mike Toffel spoke on the BHS graduation plan and non-response from the health department  

and the vaccine rates, we are nowhere near the rates we should be
11. Heleini Thayer spoke on lodging houses and older regulations and how some of them appear 

to run like a short term rentals. These units have been around for a long time. 
12. Ade Ijansui spoke asked who is responsible for violations related to marijuana dispensaries

Mel Kleckner replied it would be the towns responsibilities, he acts on the town behalf: The health 
Dept has developed plans for the graduation
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MISCELLANEOUS

Question of approving the meeting minutes from April 27, 2021.

On motion it was,

Voted to approve the minutes of April 27, 2021.

Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc. Miriam Aschkenasy 

GRANT
Question of accepting a grant from the Brookline Community Foundation to Mutual Aid Brookline 
in the amount of $25,000 appropriated into account 5200SGA9482010 to continue their work 
addressing consistent food insecurity, childcare, and evolving need for direct financial assistance 
in the community.

On motion it was,

Voted to accept a grant from the Brookline Community Foundation to Mutual Aid Brookline in the amount 
of $25,000 appropriated into account 5200SGA9482010 to continue their work addressing consistent food 
insecurity, childcare, and evolving need for direct financial assistance in the community. 

Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc. Miriam Aschkenasy

GIFTS
Question of accepting the following gifts for the Library Department's racial equity consultant:

$20,000 from the Friends of the Brookline Public Library
$40,000 from the Brookline Library Foundation
$40,000 from the Brookline Library Trustees

On motion it was,

Voted to accept the following gifts for the Library Department's racial equity consultant:

$20,000 from the Friends of the Brookline Public Library
$40,000 from the Brookline Library Foundation
$40,000 from the Brookline Library Trustees

Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc. Miriam Aschkenasy

GRANTS
Question of accepting the following grants from the Brookline Community Foundation to the Recreation 
Department for a total of $32,000:

Recreation - Summer Camp Program, $12,000 to partner with Brookline Center for Community Mental 
Health to better serve families in need of summer programming.
Recreation - Soule Early Childhood, $20,000 to serve families impacted by COVID-19 in need of early 
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childhood care so that parents can return to work.

On motion it was,

Voted to accept the following grants from the Brookline Community Foundation to the Recreation 
Department for a total of $32,000:

Recreation - Summer Camp Program, $12,000 to partner with Brookline Center for Community Mental 
Health to better serve families in need of summer programming.
Recreation - Soule Early Childhood, $20,000 to serve families impacted by COVID-19 in need of early 
childhood care so that parents can return to work.

Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc. Miriam Aschkenasy

AGREEMENT
Question of approving and authorizing the Chair or their designee to execute a Letter of Consent to 
allow for the assignment of an Agreement for the regional BlueBikes program between the Town and 
Motivate Massachusetts, LLC to Lyft Bikes and Scooters, LLC (LBS).

On motion it was,

Voted to approve and authorize the Chair or their designee to execute a Letter of Consent to allow for 
the assignment of an Agreement for the regional BlueBikes program between the Town and Motivate 
Massachusetts, LLC to Lyft Bikes and Scooters, LLC (LBS).

Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc. Miriam Aschkenasy

AUTHORIZATION TO HIRE
Question of approving the authorization to hire request for a Public Health Policy Analyst (T-06) in 
the Department of Public Health.

On motion it was,

Voted to approve the authorization to hire request for a Public Health Policy Analyst (T-06) in the 
Department of Public Health.

Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc. Miriam Aschkenasy

AUTHORIZATION TO HIRE
Question of approving the authorization to hire request for the following positions in the Building 
Department:
3 Tradesperson - HVAC (MN-7)

On motion it was,

Voted to approve the authorization to hire request for the following positions in the Building Department:
3 Tradesperson - HVAC (MN-7)
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc. Miriam Aschkenasy
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AUTHORIZATION TO HIRE
Question of approving the authorization to hire request for the following positions in the Library Department:
Full Time Library Assistant II at the Coolidge Corner Branch
Full Time Reference Librarian I at the Brookline Village Branch
Full Time Reference Librarian I at the Main Branch

On motion it was,

Voted to approve the authorization to hire request for the following positions in the Library Department:
Full Time Library Assistant II at the Coolidge Corner Branch
Full Time Reference Librarian I at the Brookline Village Branch
Full Time Reference Librarian I at the Main Branch

Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc. Miriam Aschkenasy

LICENSE AGREEMENT
Question of approving a License Agreement with Health Works for use of a portion of Babcock Street 
Parking Lot as an outdoor fitness space.

On motion it was,

Voted to approve a License Agreement with Health Works for use of a portion of Babcock Street Parking 
Lot as an outdoor fitness space. 

Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc. Miriam Aschkenasy

AUTHORIZATION TO HIRE
Question of approving the authorization to hire request for the Soule Early Childhood Director (T10) 
in the Recreation Department.

On motion it was,

Voted to approve the authorization to hire request for the Soule Early Childhood Director (T10) in 
the Recreation Department.

Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc. Miriam Aschkenasy

CALENDAR

CHILDREN'S MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS WEEK PROCLAMATION

Question of issuing a proclamation acknowledging and supporting Children's Mental Health Awareness 
Week.

Advisory Committee member Kim Smith requested this proclamation.

On motion it was,

Voted to issue a proclamation acknowledging and supporting Children's Mental Health Awareness Week.
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Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc. Miriam Aschkenasy

NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK PROCLAMATION

Proclamation of the week of May 16-2, 2021 as National Public Works Week.

Commissioner Gallentine presented the proclamation. This is an annual observance and an opportunity to 
highlight the importance of our nation's public infrastructure and the core critical services provided by public 
works. This year's theme couldn't be more appropriate as we grew stronger together.
She took a moment to review the great efforts and services provided by the Department of Public Works. 

The Board acknowledged their hard work and dedication.

On motion it was,

Voted to approve the Proclamation of the week of May 16-2, 2021 as National Public Works Week.

Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc. Miriam Aschkenasy

LGBTQ+ MONTH PROCLAMATION

Issue a Proclamation to recognize June as LGBTQ+ Pride Month and painting PRIDE Crosswalks in Town.

Alex Deger reviewed that our colleagues in municipalities within Massachusetts and throughout North 
America and proclaiming the month of June, as LGBTQ+ Pride Month. The Town can demonstrate the 
commitment publicly through the painting of such PRIDE crosswalks in areas surrounding the Brookline 
High School, and surrounding elementary schools, if interested as well as by Town Hall.

On motion it was,

Voted to approve the Proclamation to recognize June as LGBTQ+ Pride Month and painting PRIDE 
Crosswalks in Town.

Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc. Miriam Aschkenasy

COMPREHENSIVE PERMIT APPLICATION 108 CENTRE STREET PUBLIC HEARING

Presentation and Public Hearing on Project Eligibility application submitted by Hebrew Senior Life to construct 
54 units of low-income housing at 108 Centre Street under Chapter 40B.

Attorney Jennifer Dopazo Gilbert began the presentation and offered a quick edit on the setbacks; there will be 
a 26.5 foot setback in the front of the building in response to the neighbors’ concerns.

Overview:
 100% affordable geared towards seniors
 Review of the need for senior affordable housing
 54 -1 bedroom units floors 2-4; Ground floor community space
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 Review of building materials and sustainability – a FFF building
 Proposed connection to the Senior Center

Public Hearing:
1. Ray Iasiello spoke on concerns with asbestos in the building being demolished and the 5 mature trees 

on the property, hoping they will not be destroyed. Also, he is concerned with the parking limitations.
2. Frank McNulty spoke in support of the project. He supports their services and programs offered to the 

senior community
3. Anne Umansky a resident, said she feels blessed to live in this community and Brookline recognizes 

that the elderly are part of the community.
4. James Hills spoke in support of the project due to the convenience of the location for elderly residents.   
5. Rosalie Weener, a resident of 122 Centre Street said that the Hebrew Senior Life housing property is a 

wonderful community, great location and the staff is exemplary.
6. Roger Blood spoke in support this because it is a great opportunity to add to Brookline’s affordable 

housing stock.
7. Michael Zoorob spoke in support of this extraordinary project that adds 54 affordable units, public 

benefits, and a fossil fuel free building.
8. Ludmila Staroselsky spoke in support as a Russian resident of the Hebrew Senior Life property, this is a 

diverse community and everyone is treated the same.

Board member Greene spoke on green space and roof gardens, is there a way to incorporate greens into the 
building itself?

Board member Aschkenasy inquired about the parking; there are no new spaces proposed.

Ms. Glyman from Hebrew Senior Life responded, we are envisioning that there won't be a lot of additional staff 
because we have so many staff members on the campus that can serve. The residents in the new building, 
probably one or two additional staff people part time and we do currently have six spaces below 112 Center 
Street that are vacant. So we do have room to grow.

Board member Fernandez asked that the letter reflects the activities proposed as part of their program in 
connection with the senior center.

Board member VanScoyoc noted the expedited request. 

Planning Director Alison Steinfeld added it is important that the applicant understand that even though it is a 
worthy project, it will go through a rigorous review process, and no matter what the Select Board says, or I say 
as Planning Director, it is ultimately the ZBA’S decision as to how to do it. 
The fact of the matter is we just don't have the staff time or the ZBA members to be able to expedite this 
project, while we're dealing with literally five other 40B projects at the same time.

Board member Fernandez would like to see the language related to the historic structure. In this case, if this is 
something that is of some distinction between old and historic that needs to be made. In a town like Brookline, 
where anything that's still remaining is certainly going to be old, but is it historic?; I think asking these folks to 
design around this house essentially makes this project not viable and I'd encourage to see us take that 
reference out of the letter. 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PUBLIC HEARING
Public Hearing and possible vote on the CDBG Advisory Committee’s Recommendations for FY 
2022 CDBG Funding

Joe Viola, Assistant Director for Community Planning noted that this public hearing is the final step in 
programming the town's FY22 Community Development Block Grant application. He provided a brief review 
of the process.

Public hearing:
1. Judy Katz spoke on behalf of the Steps to Success program; this program has been in place and funded 

through the CDBG since 2004 it successfully served hundreds of our low income minority students. We 
are not suggesting that CDBG funds be taken from other worthy programs, however, it's not too late 
for the town to recognize the damage that's been done as a result of the reduction of $22k to this 
program. This will result in a reduction to provide jobs to Brookline students.

2. Karina DaRosa spoke in support of the Steps to Success program which has supported her throughout 
her schooling. She urged that the Work Connections for Youth funding cuts be restored; it is an 
important program for the community.

3. Emy Takinami spoke in support of the Steps to Success program and spoke on her experience in the 
program. The Work Connections program was helpful to her.

4. Rachel Goodman, Board Chair to Steps to Success said she was greatly saddened to learn that the 
CDBG Advisory Committee’s recommendation was to cut $20,000 of funding to Steps to Success. Now 
more than ever Steps need the full amount of funds requested to serve as many students as possible. 
She hopes the Town can fund alternative funding. 

Town Administrators Kleckner reviewed that the Town will be receiving federal funding from the Recovery 
Act. He will try to find as much money as possible for the various needs the town has. We will try to maximize 
those federal dollars. One of my strategies has been to put the right projects in the right pocket for the right 
funding.

Mr. Viola explained a process to reallocate some funds.

The board spoke on a request for a public traffic light. Mr. Viola explained that this is related to accessible 
pedestrian signals. It's meant to be a way to provide sight impaired individuals with means to cross the street 
in a safe manner. This is eligible use of the funding.

Board member Aschkenasy asked if those low and moderate income communities are prioritized for these 
crosswalks.  Mr. Viola responded when dealing with handicapped persons, they are considered a low income 
population, which is a HUD determination to address accessibility programs.

Board member Aschkenasy spoke in support of the Steps to Success program full funding request.

Board member Fernandez addressed the food insecurity line item. There were some funds allocated from 
various resources. Could their funding be reallocated to the Steps to Success?
Mr. Viola responded that the Board can do that. 

Board member Greene spoke as a member of the CDBG Advisory committee noting that many other 
programs were cut; the requests where much larger than the funds available.  He recommended not just 
looking at the Steps to Success program, but all the programs, mainly those that where cut in totality.   
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Board member VanScoyoc noted the significant amount of federal funding; there will be a lot of moving parts 
associated with it. He agrees with Board member Green’s recommendation to step back and do a holistic 
review.

Town Administrator reminded everyone that the federal funds will be over after a period of time.

Board member Aschkenasy supports the reallocation moving $20,000 from the Brookline Food Pantry to 
make whole the Work Connections for Youth program. This is the perfect opportunity to do that because one 
of the reasons that we are putting this money into the CDBG right now is because of Covid, so we can backfill 
that need with the Covid money we are getting. 

Board member Greene added that there are a lot of organizations looking for these funds. One being the 
Brookline Housing Authority. If we move around money from the food pantry and that will not hurt them, I 
support that. This is not a money tree, and we need to be careful as we make our plans. 

On motion it was,

Voted to move $21,000 from the Covid 19 programming, Food Pantry security line item to the Work 
Connections for Youth Steps too Success line item.

Chair Greene reiterated his concerns and proposed dividing up these funds among those programs that could 
use it.
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc. Miriam Aschkenasy
Abstained: Bernard Greene

On motion it was,

1. To approve the submission of the fiscal year 2022 CDBG annual action plan to the US. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc. Miriam Aschkenasy

2. To authorize the Chair to execute the Application for Federal Assistance (SF-424) and other certifications 
required for submission of the Annual Action Plan 

3. To authorize the Director of Planning and Community Development to execute any Environmental Review 
documents required for federally funded projects on behalf of the Town

Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc. Miriam Aschkenasy

RECREATIONAL CANNABIS DISPENSARY LICENSE  - MISSION, INC.

Presentation of options for diversifying the retail cannabis industry in Brookline.

Discussion and possible vote on the approval of the application of Mission Inc., 1024 Commonwealth 
Avenue, the approval of license conditions, and approval of the manager, Derek Stewart, VP Retail 
Operations, for a Select Board Recreational Marijuana Retailer License.

Town Administrator Kleckner introduced Monique Baldwin, Cannabis Coordinator, to present an 
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overview on the proposed framework regarding creating an exclusive period for priority applicants for 
a certain period of time. This framework is really just going to help us acquire the types of applicants 
that we do want to see here in Brookline, with specific reference to retail cannabis.

 2 options
 Raise the cap for marijuana retailers and implement a policy that has an exclusive period for 

those types of applicants that we would like to see. Raising the cap that would include a town 
meeting amendment to Article 8.37 of the town's general by law.

 Not raise the cap and have a policy in place for priority applicants in the event that a 
marijuana retailer ceases operations for whatever reason. 

With either of the two options, we are working to identify and reduce barriers to entry regarding our 
local process. Our local process includes three steps. The HCA agreement, zoning and the licensing 
process.

Review of available license types. (12) We can really only accommodate easily in terms of feasibility, 
the retailers, as well as the social consumption licenses that that would be the easiest for anyone to 
come and do just in terms of feasibility; we are not saying they can’t come into Brookline, but 
realistically the marijuana retailers, and the consumption licenses are the most sought after licenses. 
The State is not ready for social consumption.

Review of which applicants the Cannabis Control Commission (CCC) gives preference to.

First Associate Town Council Patty Correa added that while the applications period at the CCC to 
become an economic empowerment applicant has closed, those licensees carry that status when they 
apply to open a business and other communities. So it could be that they applied to be an economic 
empowerment licensee in Holyoke, they get that status then they apply to open a shop in Cambridge 
or Brookline, or wherever with that status. 

Board member Fernandez would like to figure out what the best way forward for the economic 
empowerment applicants and the social equity applicants. I'd like to know the racial breakdown of 
those applicants who've already received that designation from the CCC; it would seem to me that the 
economic empowerment folks would be more likely to be folks communities of color. Unfortunately, 
one of the things that we've seen is when there are policies that seem to provide a leg up for 
communities of color, sometimes there are other barriers like local preference.

Board member Aschkenasy added someone wrote in the Q&A that social equity applicants and 
economic empowerment applicants must not reside in Brookline. If they live in Brookline they would 
not get approved by the CCC because Brookline is not an area of disproportionate impact.

Ms. Correa added that they can get their license elsewhere and move around.

Board member VanScoyoc spoke on the fairness to applicants already approved by the CCC and in our 
process. If we didn't say at the beginning that you might be denied a license at the end if you do not 
qualify or have some representation of minority presence in your board or etc. So that points in the 
direction of we should add a couple more licenses and set them aside for social equity applicants and 
economic empowerment applicants. Do we want those applicants to be first come first served? 

Comments:
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1. Cindy Lee, Babcock St. spoke on concerns with traffic, litter, property damages, etc. She 
proposed a detailed officer at the site paid with HCA funds, and an appointment only business 
plan with reduced hours in the beginning. She would like to see a minority applicant and 
expressed concerns with the proximity to the charter school and a substance abuse facility.

2. Jonathan Lau noted that he has been in the application process with the CCC and was denied 
because he is a Brookline resident. Brookline is basically at a crossroads. Right now, there are 
only two available licenses remaining with both applicants seeking approval all being 
Caucasian owners. The time for Brookline, to ensure commitment to racial equity and those 
affected by the war on drugs is now. Forefront has spent less than $10,000 on their project, is 
the town really worried about a $10,000 lawsuit. Forefront already has locations. There is no 
way to justify choosing an out of state operator that operates in five states and already has 
two locations in Massachusetts; they have no support from the residents or businesses. JLO 
and Co has now over 500 resident’s signatures and over 20 businesses in the area that 
supports them. 

3. Donelle O’Neal spoke to some CCC Commissioners in 2017 asking them how minorities can 
get involved in this business. Long story short, they said it's up to the town municipality. The 
27.4% minority population in this town is still invisible; you have a minority applicant from 
this town. How could the current applicant get an HCA back then when there was no public 
outreach in this town?  There's a reason why the racial equity advancement from the original 
language that was written, it was to help minorities in this town because we were not on that 
list.

4. Brian Matthews said once again you are going to kick the can down the road. I stayed in this 
town because I've seen it progressing in so many other ways, but yet here we are so far 
behind here. I just don't understand why we're sitting here and really not seeing this in real 
time.

5. Ade Ijanusi added that right now, factually, white owned businesses have 50% of the licensees 
given out.  If you give Mission the license that is 75%, so why do we keep saying it’s for 
minorities and to wait until you come up with a solution.

6. Scott Wilson, manager of 1022 Commonwealth LLC, a former retail operator at this property. 
We have been a diverse landlord since we owned this building. We chose to put Mission into 
this property because of their history and their professionalism. It is not as simple as most 
people think to make money as a retailer, whether it's in the marijuana business or any 
business.  Our block has been devastated  by the Covid virus, we lost two restaurants who 
handed us the keys, who had put over a quarter of a million dollars each into building, even 
with a 40% to 50% discount in rent offered by us, they could not stay open. We chose Mission 
because we need the exciting creative merchandiser to draw people to the block because 
there is a very diverse group of merchants who are there and need the business.

Board member Fernandez noted that the current applicant has been in the process, and perhaps the 
way to go is to increase the number of licenses. John Lau is not a social equity applicant, not that I'm 
going to make policy to benefit one particular business, but he wouldn't be eligible for a license 
anyway if we create a policy around economic empowerment.

Board member VanScoyoc expressed concern on the legality if we interrupt a process that we have 
been encouraging along and then all of a sudden we say sorry, we should have said at the beginning 
that we don't think we should give this to you, unless you're a minority applicant. 

Ms. Baldwin added that the next applicant is proposed to be next door. The applications were 
submitted prior to changes at Town Meeting; they are grandfathered to be at this location in close 

3.A.

Page: 11



In Select Board
05/11/2021
Page 12 of 19
proximity.

Mike Ross, applicant, shared that prompted by comments two weeks ago, they revised their diversity 
and inclusion plan, also 10 percent of the company is owned by employees creating tremendous 
diversity. Dr. Gellenaue, Brookline’s Director of Diversity, Inclusion and Community Relations 
approved their diversity plan. 

Gabriel Mendoza, Mission Executive Vice President spoke on his success with the company as a 
minority employee. He spoke on changes the company made to increase minority participation in 
their business, and extended the contract with Tito Jackson to formulate the plans.

Tito Jackson, Mission’s consultant reviewed that this was well heard not only from this board, but the 
voices from the community and those folks who are rightfully pushing for there to be equity when it 
comes to this opportunity. He reviewed the employee diversity plan that includes minority 
management, workers and contracted services.

The board was in agreement to ask Town Meeting to provide additional cannabis licenses in Brookline 
with the purpose of reserving those for minority applicants.

On motion it was,

1. Voted to approve the license conditions for Mission Incorporated at 1024 Commonwealth 
Avenue

Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc. Miriam Aschkenasy

2. Voted to approve the manager Derek Stewart, Mission Incorporated at 1024 Commonwealth 
Avenue

Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc. Miriam Aschkenasy

3. Voted to grant Mission Incorporated at 1024 Commonwealth Avenue, a Town of Brookline 
marijuana retail license

Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc. Miriam Aschkenasy

WARRANT ARTICLES

Further review and possible vote on the following Warrant Articles for the 2021 Annual Town Meeting:

WA 9 - Budget
WA 10 - Budget Amendment
WA 11 - Indigenous People's Land Acknowledgement at Town Meeting
WA 14 - Short Term Rentals (formerly Article 9)
WA 15 - Short Term Rentals (formerly Article 10)
WA 16 - Short Term Rentals (formerly Article 11)
WA 17 - Short Term Rental Alternative
WA 26 - Fossil Fuel Free Incentives 
WA 32 - CPA Committee
WA 38 - Fisher Hill Affordable Housing
WA 39 - Babcock St Parking Lot Affordable Housing
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WA 9 - Budget
Melissa Goff, Deputy Town Administrator reviewed that one of the recommendations per the School 
Committee's decision is to provide additional support to the building department and then the School 
Department has also identified additional funding in the group health budget which we have 
recommendations for allocation on that. The Advisory Committee is looking for more information and 
wanted to hear the board’s position on the social services program. They debated what the position 
looked like, why are they creating a department and recommend moving the money into the Select 
Board’s budget in the services line item.

The School department originally had a gap of about $5 million and they've been steadily working to 
address that gap. Part of the issue with the budget is that they are using some of their federal funding to 
essentially meet their projected budget, which did cause a lot of concern on the advisory committee and 
frankly we're also concerned about the use of one time money for recurring revenue, but ultimately the 
decision on using federal funds is a school committee decision not a town meeting, at this point, the 
current recommendation for town funds for the school department is $119,870,476. The Advisory 
Committee adjusted the school maintenance budget as presented in the materials.

Town Administrator Kleckner reviewed the social services aspect which he viewed as a hybrid approach, 
not what the task force suggested, necessarily, but I think it was close. I felt, and the more I thought 
about it, I saw a position in Somerville that was similar where it was designed to try to get some boots on 
the ground. Some people, or a person who was there to help create a proposal around a social service 
network like this. I was intrigued by that, and I still think it's a good idea. I haven't thought it through 
100%, but I am happy to talk to the Advisory Committee more about my thoughts. I know the task force 
is suggesting putting actual social workers in place in various departments and there is probably is a need 
for that, but I thought maybe for a year, we try to map out what this program is. In the event that we 
could take services away from police at some point in time we have to have a structure to do that, so 
that's really what I was responding to. I feel this presented some common ground between the two 
police committees. 

Select Board member Greene added the common ground is that we agree that we need social services; 
the structure of that is where the differences are. My committee said that we have a structure in town, 
and it's no need to build another one.

Board member VanScoyoc expressed concerns on creating a department without even studying if 
creating a department is the best way to go. He supports a consultant’s recommendations and 
assessment of social service needs, and how they are currently met and identify gaps.

Chair Hamilton would like to see a plan and then expand upon that.

Board member Fernandez added that the task force took up a budget amendment that looked just about 
exactly like what the town administrator has now proposed and supported it unanimously. He reminded 
everyone that there is large public support in the community to expand social services.

Board member Aschkenasy added they all agree in providing more social services to the people of 
Brookline. And I think that if the town Administrator found a way forward to do that, then we should 
take that way forward. So I applaud you for doing that, Mel. I think as long as we keep in mind that this is 
for the betterment of the people of Brookline. In the end, they have made it very clear that this is 
something they want, and then we as a Select Board have a duty to try to accomplish that.
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The Board spoke about the proposed position, would it be permanent at the beginning, maybe not a 
permanent position. What would the natural progression be? It is envisioned that this person would 
work closely with the consultant. This is a commitment to continue down the path.

Board member Aschkenasy added that they have to get started on this, and is especially pressing 
because of the pandemic that has really laid bare the acute need for some of these interventions in our 
community and the further we kick this can down the road the worse the situation gets for these people 
of Brookline.

Board member Greene expressed concern there is no name for the proposed person, and in effect we're 
hiring two consultants, that does that make any sense to me, maybe Town meeting will come up with 
something that does make sense.

On motion it was,

Voted 5-0 Favorable Action on Article 9 on the Advisory Committee motion with the following 
amendment to Table 2:

MOVED: 

To amend Table 2 of the Advisory Committee’s budget motion so that the Select Board budget categories 
are allocated as follows:

Department/Board/Commission

Personnel
Services/
Benefits

Purchase of
Services Supplies

Other
Charges/
Expenses

Capital 
Outlay

Agency 
Total

Select Board (Town Administrator) 894,122 60,880 3,048 7,900 2,155 968,105

Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc. Miriam Aschkenasy

WA 10 - Budget Amendment

Melissa Goff, Deputy Town Administrator reviewed that the petitioner had tried to remedy some 
deficiencies in the article that the moderator had ruled were out of scope. Ultimately, the solution is to 
file a special town meeting so article 10 is no longer needed because the special time meaning has been 
filed. So the recommendation under Article 10 is currently no action.

On motion it was,

Voted 5-0 No Action on Article 10.
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc. Miriam Aschkenasy

WA 11 - Indigenous People's Land Acknowledgement at Town Meeting

Melissa Goff, Deputy Town Administrator updated that the Advisory Committee incorporated the 
statement into the article itself. The Board is to determine whether to reopen the vote and consider the 
AC recommendations.
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Board member VanScoyoc added the Town Counsel has adviced against the reading in term of 
implications for titles to land. This concerns me and I am in sympathy with the idea of the statement 
however it reads, that the land was taken from them by force. And we acknowledge it's not ours, and I'm 
not a lawyer, but this is a legal concern. 

Board member Aschkenasy added that Harvard University has had a land acknowledgment for years. I 
challenge anyone to find an actual case that resulted in a lawsuit due to a land acknowledgment. I think 
what this does is it places us in history in a really important way and it says something about who we are 
as a town and what we believe and whether we acknowledge it or not, it is still historical fact. I think it's 
really important and I really support it. 

Petitioner Maya Norton updated the Board that the AC is currently revising the article again. She noted 
that Town Counsel has made statements that our land acknowledgement does not meet the criteria for 
land acknowledgement; there are no criteria for land acknowledgement. It's not a legal document,
with respect that is an opinion.

On motion it was,

Voted to reconsider Article 11.
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc. Miriam Aschkenasy

On motion it was,

Voted 5-0 favorable action on the motion submitted by the petitioner. 
The board remained with their original vote at this time.

Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc. Miriam Aschkenasy

WA 14 - Short Term Rentals (formerly Article 9)
WA 15 - Short Term Rentals (formerly Article 10)
WA 16 - Short Term Rentals (formerly Article 11)
WA 17 - Short Term Rental Alternative

Paula Friedman, Short-term-Rental (STR) Committee Chair spoke on articles 14-16. She provided a brief 
review of the committee’s process and progress. Article 15 has received overwhelming support from the 
zoning bylaw committee, the planning board the Advisory Committee planning and regulation 
subcommittee and the full advisory committee and town departments.

Committee member Chris Dempsey spoke on article 17 which he felt was too broad and offered a 
revised version. The Dempsey motion and article 15 are pretty similar, but the Dempsey motion offers 
more flexibility.

Chair Hamilton relayed that the key differences are, number of people allowed, how condos are treated, 
number of days, and fire and building inspections.

Chris Dempsey added that his motion under 17, requires the condo association to certify the STR. It just 
approaches that certification in a different way, by saying that the STR is not prohibited by the condo 
documents, rather than requiring that the condo documents be changed to allow STRs.
On the issue of inspections, the Dempsey motion absolutely supports inspections, if that is the will of 
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town staff and the Select Board. It just doesn't require it. But if the if the fire department says that they 
should be required, then the Select Board and town staff retained full authority to require inspections 
before they issue a certification.

Committee member Paul Warren spoke on the impact on affordable housing, there is a significant 
impact, especially taking those most  affordable, unstressed subsidized units in Brookline, the single 
bedroom in either a family home or a condominium. There is a tipping point where that leads long term 
rooms. The inspections are absolutely an important issue; Article 15 requires It, Article 17 does not 
require it.

Chris Dempsey reiterate that relating to notifications and inspections that the Dempsey motion under 17 
provides the Select Board in town staff with the ability to set those terms.

On motion it was,

Voted 3-2 Favorable Action on Article 17 ( the Dempsey motion)
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Raul Fernandez, Miriam Aschkenasy
Against: Bernard Greene, John VanScoyoc.

Voted 1-4 Favorable Action on the Article 17 as offered by Linda Pehlke *motion fails
Aye: John VanScoyoc
Against:  Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, Miriam Aschkenasy

WA 14 - Short Term Rentals (formerly Article 9)

On motion it was,

Voted 5-0  favorable action on article 14 as offered by the Advisory Committee
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc. Miriam Aschkenasy

WA 15 - Short Term Rentals (formerly Article 10)

On motion it was,

Voted 3-2 No Action on Article 15
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Raul Fernandez, Miriam Aschkenasy
Against: Bernard Greene, John VanScoyoc.

WA 16 - Short Term Rentals (formerly Article 11)

On motion it was,
Voted 5-0 favorable action on Article 16 as offered by the AC.
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc. Miriam Aschkenasy

Contingent motion offered by the Advisory Committee only if article 14-17 do not pass at Town Meeting

Ms. Goff reviewed that this would make it very clear that they're not allowed. There's a question of the 
fact that it's absent in our bylaws, there's some ambiguity as to whether or not it's legal. This would 
make it clear that it was not.
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Board member Greene added isn't this in response to a lawsuit; if the lawsuit wins and we haven't any 
regulations and it becomes some sort of the wild wild west with the respect to short term rentals. 

Board member Fernandez does not support the contingency offer.
Board member Aschkenasy feels this is too prescriptive.

Ms. Goff added that most likely the Building Commissioner’s enforcement of short term rentals would 
change under a failed Town Meeting vote. So I think that the Advisory Committee motion essentially kind 
of solidifies that so that there's no question about the enforcement.

On motion it was,

Voted 2-3 favorable action on the contingent motion under Article 14 *motion fails
Aye: Bernard Greene, John VanScoyoc.
Against: Heather Hamilton, Raul Fernandez, Miriam Aschkenasy

WA 26 - Fossil Fuel Free Incentives 
WA 32 - CPA Committee
WA 38 - Fisher Hill Affordable Housing
WA 39 - Babcock St Parking Lot Affordable Housing

WA 26 - Fossil Fuel Free Incentives

On motion it was,

Voted 5-0 to reconsider article 26.
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc. Miriam Aschkenasy

On motion it was,

Voted 5-0 favorable action on supplement 1 as offered by the petitioner on Article 26
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc. Miriam Aschkenasy

WA 32 - CPA Committee

Ms. Goff noted that the board wanted to wait until after the election. The CPA has passed and now we 
need a committee.

The Board discussed the presence of a Housing Advisory Board (HAB) member seat on the committee. 
HAB Chair Roger Blood spoke in support of this as a complimentary relationship with the Housing 
Authority seat.

On motion it was,

Voted 5-0 favorable action on the AC motion that adopts the earlier motion proposed by the HAB which 
reduced 1 at-large seat and specified a seat for a member of the HAB.
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc. Miriam Aschkenasy

3.A.

Page: 17



In Select Board
05/11/2021
Page 18 of 19

WA 38 - Fisher Hill Affordable Housing
WA 39 - Babcock St Parking Lot Affordable Housing.

Petitioner Deborah Brown reviewed that this is a request to do a study on two sites for affordable 
housing.

Chair Hamilton said she is very torn after sitting on the Kent Street lot affordable housing study 
committee, I learned it is a difficult and complicated process and the finance is a deterrent.

Board member VanScoyoc agrees. For Article 38 we heard possible school use and other municipality 
uses. I know it is just a study, but a study of housing when there isn't a study of school use, when there 
isn't a study of outdoor recreational use, etc.  It just it tilts the playing field towards one particular use, 
and I don't think that's what we committed to doing. On article 39 is it financially feasible to have an 
affordable housing development on a municipal parking lot. 

On motion it was,

Voted 3-2 No action on article 38
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, John VanScoyoc. 
Against: Raul Fernandez, Miriam Aschkenasy

On motion it was,

Voted 3-2 No action on article 39
Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, John VanScoyoc. 
Against: Raul Fernandez, Miriam Aschkenasy

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT

Discussion and possible vote to execute a Special Town Meeting within the 2021 Annual Town 
Meeting for the purpose of considering a citizen petition to utilize Town funds to support the 
Brookline Housing Authority. 

Question of waiving the notification requirements of Sections 2.1.2 through 2.1.4 of the town By-
laws and executing the Warrant in connection with the Special Town Meeting to be held within the 
2021 Annual Town Meeting.

Chair Hamilton asked about how the town can spend the recovery funds, it is unclear at this point.

Petitioner Deborah Brown added that she is after getting Wi-Fi and repairing some units within the 
Brookline Housing Authority.

Ms. Goff reviewed the process. The recommendation, currently, if all things work the way that we 
hope that they will would be for the resolution to move forward and for the appropriation article to 
not move forward. So, we wouldn't be disrupting the general fund budget. We would be looking to 
use the federal money so there wouldn't be a need to take action on article 2. It would just be to 
make sure that the language under Article one meets the intent of the petitioners.
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Town Administrator Kleckner added that there is no definitive answer on how those funds can be 
spent at this point.

On motion it was,

Voted: To call a Special Town Meeting on Tuesday, May 27, 2021, at 7:30 p.m. via Zoom; to waive the 
requirements of Sections 2.1.2 through 2.1.4 of the Town’s By-Laws; to open and close the Warrant; and to 
insert in the said Warrant the following articles:

ARTICLE 1 
WHEREAS, Brookline is an affluent community, but 12% of its residents live below the poverty level. Over 
30% of its residents struggle to pay their bills. Senior single women and women head of households are 
especially vulnerable; 

WHEREAS, this Warrant Article is about Brookline’s humanity and our willingness as a community to help 
those most in need; 

WHEREAS, this Warrant Article seeks to the bridge the gap between our aspirations as a progressive 
community and to actually provide essential services for some of our most vulnerable residents; 

WHEREAS, this Warrant would appropriate $765,000 to repair a fraction of Brookline Housing Authority's 
(BHA's) worst state funded housing units (25 of 375), and to ensure that all BHA residents have access to 
WIFI; 

THEREFORE, the undersigned petitions that the Select Board schedule a Special Town Meeting to vote to 
approve funding safe housing and WIFI at BHA 11roperties within the time limit prescribed in MGL Ch 39 
section 10; and 

That Town Meeting urges that the Select Board work with the Brookline Housing Authority to identify 
funding sources like federal stimulus dollars and other Town funds. 
The actual warrant article reads as follows: 

ARTICLE 2
Moved: 
To amend the FY 2022 budget, making the following appropriations: 
$140,000 or any other sum to be expended under the direction of the Town's Information Technology 
Department with any necessary contracts to be approved by the select board for increased internet access 
capacity in various locations in Brookline prior to the beginning of the academic year: and 

$625,000 under the direction of the Planning Department with any necessary contracts to be approved by 
the Select Board for repairs to low- and moderate-income housing in Brookline as soon as practicable. 

Total: $6252000 + $140,000- $7652000 

Aye: Heather Hamilton, Bernard Greene, Raul Fernandez, John VanScoyoc. Miriam Aschkenasy

There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 11:05 pm.

ATTEST
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Memorandum 
 
To: Select Board 

From: Erin Chute Gallentine, Commissioner 

 Frederick W. Russell, PE, Director 

Date: May 14, 2021 

Re: Contract No. PW/18-22 Sewer System Rehabilitation 

 Extra Work Order #1 – Close Out 

 Green Mountain Pipeline Services, LLC 

 

I respectfully recommend approval of an extra work order for Green Mountain Pipeline 

Services, LLC in the amount of $2,040 to compensate for additional unit costs of linear sewer 

pipe lined and to close out contract PW/18-22 for Sewer System Rehabilitation. 

 

The original Contract PW/18-22 with Green Mountain Pipeline Services, LLC totaled 

$1,485,700.00 for the cured-in-place pipe (CIPP) lining of sanitary sewer mains.  The CIPP 

contract provided for the lining of approximately 54,200 linear feet of sewer main.  

Quantities for the project were derived from the Town’s GIS system.  Green Mountain 

Pipeline Services LLC provided cost effective and responsive bid prices.  The Sewer Lining 

Project Contract is part of a 14 year project to line all of the sewer mains in Town.   

 

Funding for this extra work order, in the amount of $2,040 and to close out this contract, is 

available in sewer code 4997C200-6C0005 specifically designated for this work. 
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Memorandum 
 
To: Select Board 

From: Erin Chute Gallentine, Commissioner 

 Frederick W. Russell, PE, Director 

Date: May 14, 2021 

Re: Contract No. PW/21-15 Water System Improvements 

 

I respectfully recommend approval of DPW Contract PW/21-15 Water Distribution System 

Improvements in the amount of $1,448,859.20 to AD Paolini, LLC  for the installation of a 

new 12-inch water main on Hammond Street. 

 

Bids were received for the Hammond Street Water System Improvements Project, Contract 

PW/21-15, on March 17, 2021.  All bids have been checked for accuracy and completeness 

to ensure that all of the bidding documents were submitted in accordance with the 

advertisement for bid as well as the contract requirements. 

 

The Town received thirteen (13) bids for the installation of a new 12-inch water main on 

Hammond Street.  The three lowest bidders and their respective bid prices are as follows: 

 

Contractor                Total Bid Amount 

AD Paolini LLC        $1,448,859.20 

C. Naughton Corp.        $1,727,839.50 

Five Oaks Construction Co.       $1,742,892.40 

        

The bid submitted by the low bidder, AD Paolini LLC is in conformance with the requirements 

of the bid documents and the required attachments were submitted. 

 

Project reference lists provided with AD Paolini LLC’s bid were contacted to verify their 

performance with regard to quality of workmanship, work schedules on prior projects, 

submittal and change order processing, cooperation, and overall satisfaction. Based on the 

feedback obtained from references AD Paolini LLC has the experience to perform the work. 

 

Based on this information, it is my recommendation that the Town award the contract to AD 

Paolini LLC as the lowest responsive bidder for the Hammond Street Water Distribution 

System Improvements.  Attached please find a contract with AD Paolini LLC in the amount of 

$1,448,859.20 for your approval and execution. 
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DATE:
To the Board of Selectmen:

Authority is hereby requested for permission to make the following transfer(s) within the 
appropriation for the _______________________________________________________

Department Name

ORG # ORG NAME OBJECT # OBJ NAME AMOUNT
FROM:

TO:

FROM:

TO:

FROM:

TO:

FROM:

TO:

FROM:

TO:

DEPARTMENT HEAD

NOTE:   IN ADDITION TO SELECTMEN APPROVAL, THE FOLLOWING TRANSFERS REQUIRE ADVISORY
             COMMITTEE APPROVAL:

(1) From Capital (5A); (2) To Personnel (51); (3) Building Dept Transfers of more than $10,000 to or 
from Repairs to Public Buildings (522400); (4) From the Parks & Open Space Division to any other
division of DPW; and (5) From the Snow & Ice budget to any other division of DPW.

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

TOWN OF BROOKLINE

REQUEST FOR APPROPRIATION TRANSFER
===============================================================
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      S E L E C T  B O AR D   

  3 3 3  W A S HI NG T O N  S T R E E T  

      H E AT H E R  H AM I L T O N ,  C h a i r                                     BROOKLINE, MASSACHUSETTS  02445 
   R AU L  F E R N A N D E Z ,  V i c e  C h a i r  
   B E R N AR D  G R E E N E    ( 6 1 7 )  7 3 0 - 2 2 0 0  

J O H N  V A N S C O Y O C   F AX :  ( 6 1 7 )  7 3 0 - 2 0 5 4  
   M I R I AM  A S C H K E N AS Y            w w w . B r o o k l i n e M A. g o v  

 
     MELVIN A. KLECKNER      
  T o w n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  
 

 
 
 

May 21, 2021 
 
 

Rebecca Frawley Wachtel, Director 

Low Income Housing Tax Credit Program 

Department of Housing & Community Development 

100 Cambridge Street, 3rd Floor 

Boston, MA 02114 

 

  

RE:  Hebrew Senior Life, Inc.—108 Centre Street, Brookline 

 

 

Dear Ms. Wachtel:  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the application for Site Approval submitted by   

Hebrew Senior Life, Inc. (HSL) to construct fifty-four 100% affordable senior housing units at 108 

Centre Street in Brookline.   

 

The Select Board is pleased to not only support this project but to encourage DHCD to expeditiously 

render a favorable decision on HSL’s application.  Located in Coolidge Corner with access to public 

transportation, a vibrant commercial district and a host of support services, the proposed project will 

increase Brookline’s senior affordable housing stock in a highly desirable location for the elderly.  

Further given the fact that the project abuts our Senior Center, HSL is offering to work with the Town to 

expand the center in order to provide enhanced services to current and future residents of Brookline 

including but not limited to the new residents of 108 Centre Street   

 

The Select Board conducted a public hearing on May 11th to solicit input from interested parties as well 

as requested comments from municipal departments, boards and commissions.  I am attaching written 

comments submitted to the Select Board relative to this application.  Enthusiastic public testimony in 

support of this project reinforced the Board’s endorsement of this project. 

 

We are fully confident that Hebrew Senior Life will work with the Zoning Board of Appeals and Town 

staff to address any issues that may emerge relative to the proposal while continuing to provide 

opportunities for public engagement. Planning Department representatives will contact HSL to discuss 

 
TOWN of BROOKLINE   

Massachusetts 
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the plans and studies that the ZBA typically requests be included in the Comprehensive Permit 

application in order to facilitate HSL’s progress through the process.  Staff support will continue 

throughout the 40B review and approval process. 

    

The Town of Brookline looks forward to working with DHCD and HSL to help make this exciting 

project a reality. 

 

Thank you for your consideration.   

 

 

 Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Heather Hamilton, Chair 

Select Board 

 

 

 

Attachments 
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New Common Victualler 

Applicant: 
DBA: 
Location: 

DTJ Group, Inc. 
Mandarin Gourmet 
1020 W. Roxbury Pkwy, CH, MA 02467 

Application Details: 

Question of approving the application of a new Common Victualler DTJ Group, 
Inc. D/B/A Mandarin Gourmet at 1020 West Roxbury Pkwy. Hours of operation 
will be Sunday - Thursday 11 :30 am to 9:30pm, Fri - Sat 11 :30 am to 10:30pm. 
Seating will consist of 132 seats. 

Reports {Attached): 

Health Department (Approved) 
Building Department (Approved) 
Police Department (Approved) 
Fire Department (Approved) 
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5/20/2021 Mail - Devon Fields - Outlook

https://outlook.office365.com/mail/id/AAQkAGMyYjEwZTEzLTZiZjEtNDU2My04NzJkLWZhOWViZDJkMGEwMwAQALMLDJNsf69DsPYoDMohlVs%3D 1/1

FW: AC Meeting

Melissa Goff <mgoff@brooklinema.gov>
Wed 5/19/2021 7:02 PM
To:  Heather A. Hamilton <hhamilton@brooklinema.gov>; Raul Fernandez <rfernandez@brooklinema.gov>
Cc:  Melvin Kleckner <mkleckner@brooklinema.gov>; Devon Fields <dfields@brooklinema.gov>

FYI - and for the Board packet.   

-----Original Message----- 
From: Carla Benka <rcvben@earthlink.net>  
Sent: Wednesday, May 19, 2021 6:59 PM 
To: Sand Gadsb <SGadsby@foleyhoag.com>; Kate Poverman <kpoverman@comcast.net> 
Cc: Mike Sandman <msandman@brooklinema.gov>; Melissa Goff <mgoff@brooklinema.gov> 
Subject: AC Meeting 

WA 17, as amended approved by the AC - 23-0-3 AC also reversed itself on WA 11 and by one vote now
recommends the petitioners’ motion. 

Carla  

Sent from my iPhone 

8.A.
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5/20/2021 Mail - Devon Fields - Outlook

https://outlook.office365.com/mail/id/AAQkAGMyYjEwZTEzLTZiZjEtNDU2My04NzJkLWZhOWViZDJkMGEwMwAQAEOgthtHoA9Ppu40d5H7zRA%3D 1/1

FW: WA 11 Friedman Amendment

Melissa Goff <mgoff@brooklinema.gov>
Wed 5/19/2021 10:21 PM
To:  Heather A. Hamilton <hhamilton@brooklinema.gov>; Raul Fernandez <rfernandez@brooklinema.gov>
Cc:  Melvin Kleckner <mkleckner@brooklinema.gov>; Devon Fields <dfields@brooklinema.gov>

For the Board packet.
 
From: Harry Friedman <spinmarty@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, May 19, 2021 10:20 PM 
To: Kate Poverman <kpoverman@comcast.net>; Sandy Gadsby <sgadsby@foleyhoag.com>; Melissa Goff
<mgoff@brooklinema.gov> 
Subject: WA 11 Friedman Amendment
 
The Advisory Committee voted to support the WA 11 petitioners. 
 
I have chosen not to move my amendment, if that is possible at this
point in time.
 
I think anything not supported by the petitioners will just lead to a
nasty fight, and I frankly don't have the stomach, despite the fact
that I think TM should have had some alternative to the position of
the petitioners.
 
Harry Friedman
TMM Pct 12, Advisory

8.A.
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WARRANT ARTICLE EXPLANATIONS 
FILED BY PETITIONERS FOR THE 

MAY 27, 2021 SPECIAL TOWN MEETING

ARTICLE 1 & 2
Submitted by:  Deborah Brown, Luciana Schachnik, and Arthur Conquest

That these funds, an appropriation of $765,000, to be distributed as follows:

$765,000 earmarked for the following projects:

• WIFI Access: $140,000 to negotiate contracts with internet providers for distance learning for 
BHS Students, remote health care, remote resident services and isolation
• Housing Repairs: $625,000 for repairs to kitchens at High Street, Veterans, Trustman and Egmont 

o This figure is calculated at $25,000 per unit to repair the units in most need of 
repairs

 Only 25 of375 units or .06 of the units will be partially updated

Here are some general Brookline economic statistics.

• 7000 Brookline households (29%) have low or moderate income; 
• Over 5.000 Brookline households (27%) spend more than 30% of their income on housing;
• Only 3% of vacant rental units are affordable; and
• A median income household of four ($113,000) can afford a rent of $2,700, but the average 
3 bedroom rent in Brookline is $3,533.

BHA does not have the requisite funds to repair their state funded housing or cover the cost of 
WIFI for its residents. Some of these units are in dire need of repair, especially the kitchens and 
bathrooms. This budget amendment is to protect Brookline residents. We could all agree that these 
new funds have to come from somewhere. The amount requested, $765,000, is modest as 
compared to the scope of the actual needs. BHA estimates .that the total state funded housing repair 
costs are well over $40m dollars and it would cost at a minimum, $17m to repair all of the kitchens 
and bathrooms at state funded housing. The budget amendment no longer seeks funds to cover lost 
rents. It would appear that the American Rescue Plan Act will cover a portion of the unpaid rents, 
so this budget amendment will not seek such a sum.

"Roughly three-in-ten adults with household incomes below $30,000 a year (29%) don't own a 
smartphone. More than four-in-ten don't have home broadband services (44%) or a traditional 
computer (46%). And a majority of lower-income Americans are not tablet owners. By 
comparison, each of these technologies is nearly ubiquitous among adults in households earning 
$100,000 or more a year.1"   This is true despite 93% of Americans having internet access.

9.A.
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The average internet bill is $60 per month. That may not seem like much to some, but for others 
this amount is prohibitive. Internet provides any number of functions: access to health care; 
reduced isolation among the elderly; a means to job search; employment; and not the least of all 
education In this culture you have a difficult time surviving let alone thriving absent internet 
connectivity.

BHA like many forward thinking organizations appropriately views internet connectivity as a 
utility.  Public utilities- the supply of electricity, gas, water, sewerage, and phone lines – can be 
publicly or privately owned, but they are united by the fact that all of them are deemed essential 
for modern living.  When Housing and Urban Development does the same, then such costs can 
more easily be absorbed by BHA. Presently, that is not the case.  Here is why Wi-Fi _33 should 
be treated like a utility. Public utilities – the supply of electricity, gas, water, sewerage, and phone 
lines – can be publicly or privately owned, but they are united by the fact that all of them are 
deemed essential for modern living.  The United Nations went so far as to declare the internet a 
human right as far back as 2011.

This will be the third year that residents have sought such funding at Town Meeting, yet 
the town has not seen fit to fund these essential services. We hope that this Town 
Meeting and Select Board support this meager funding request for BHA to make these 
essential .improvements. We have also been unsuccessful in getting funds from the Select 
Board, despite repeated requests.

Digital divide persists even as lower-income Americans make gains in tech adoption

BY MONICA ANDERSON AND MADHUMITHA KUMAR, PEW , MAY 7, 2019 
HTIPS://WWW.PEWRESEARCH.ORG/FACT-TANK/2019/05/07/DIGITAL-DIVIDE-
PERSISTS-EVEN-AS-LOWER-INCO:ME- AMERICANS-MAKE-GAINS-IN-TECH-
ADOPTION/

2 TheDecadeinBroadband: 2020Stat:Nics &Predictions, Ty.ler .April13, 2021,Brod>amNow

https:hbJ.OOdJamrow.co 2020

3 The Argument For The Internet As A Utility: Is It Time To Change How It's Delivered?

Song Bae Tob, Fotbes Technology Council June 17, 2020, 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbestechcouncil/2020/06/17/the-agrument- for-the-intemet-as-a-
utility-is-itt-ime-to-cbange-how-its-de livered/?sll=lf722e677729

4 Universal Declaration of Human Rights at 70: 30 Articles on 30 Articles -Article

9.A.
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	3.A. - Question of approving the meeting minutes from May 11, 2021.
	3.B. - Question of approving Extra Work Order #1 for Green Mountain Pipeline Services, LLC to compensate for additional unit costs of linear sewer pipe lined and to close out contract PW/18-22 for Sewer System Rehabilitation in the amount of $2,040.
	3.C. - Question of approving Contract No. PW/21-15 Water Distribution System Improvements with AD Paolini, LLC for the installation of a new 12-inch water main on Hammond Street in the amount of $1,448,859.20.
	3.D. - Question of approving Amendment #22 for the Brookline High School Expansion Project with William Rawn Associations for additional testing and design services in the amount of $14,014.
	3.E. - Question of approving Amendment #23 for the Brookline High School Expansion Project with William Rawn Associates for additional design services in the amount of #21,191.
	3.F. - Question of approving GMP Change Order #11/PCCO 018 for the Brookline High School Expansion Project with Skanska in the amount of -$9,424.
	3.H. - Question of approving the following appropriation transfer within the Human Resources Department budget:

From: 14201420  Human Resources 553010 Professional Dues $675

From: 14201420 Human Resources 551099 Education, Conferences $12,790
To: 14201420
	3.I. - Question of approving the following transfer within the Fire Department budget:
From: 22002010 Fire Admin  539035 Uniforms and Protective Clothing $9,505
To: 2202010 Fire Admin 5A0003 Public Safety Equipment $9,505
	3.J. - Question of approving the following applications for Lodging House Agents:

Location: 1077 Beacon Street
For resident agent: Marissa Grunes

Location: 1061 Beacon Street
For resident agent: Kait-lynn Tombling
 

Location: 123 Longwood Ave
For residen
	5.A. - Presentation and Public Hearing on Project Eligibility application submitted by Hebrew Senior Life to construct 54 units of low-income housing at 108 Centre Street under Chapter 40B.
	6.A. - Question of approving the application of a new Common Victualler DTJ Group, Inc DBA Mandarin Gourmet at 1020 West Roxbury Pkwy.  Hours of operation will be Sunday – Thursday 11:30 am to
	7.A. - Question of approving the application of a Seasonal All Alcoholic Beverages License for Gamehenge Golf, LLC. d/b/a Hemlock Grill at 1281 W. Roxbury Parkway.  Proposed manager of record is Christopher Yorty.
	8.A. - Further review and possible reconsideration/vote on the Warrant Articles for the 2020 Special Town Meeting including:
	9.A. - Discussion and possible vote on the following Warrant Articles:
Article 1 – Resolution on Brookline Housing Authority
Article 2 – Budget Amendment for Brookline Housing Authority
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